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KANJIDOKU

Sudoku that leaves you with a word

5 puzzles from the book
There are 110 in it.

5 PUZZLES - JLPT N1

MIND QUESTS



HOW TO PLAY

Nine characters, not nine numbers

Kanjidoku is sudoku. If you have done a sudoku you already know the rule, and it
does not change: every row, every column and every outlined box must contain
each character exactly once.

The only difference is that the nine symbols are kanji instead of the digits 1t0 9. You
do not need to know what they mean to solve the grid. A symbol is a symbol. But
every puzzle prints its characters in a numbered key at the top of the page, with
readings and meanings, and by the time you have written ‘X nine times in nine
different places you will find you know it.

That is the whole idea. Nobody learns a character by looking at it once. You learn it
by needing it.

THE TWO TECHNIQUES YOU NEED

The last empty seat

Look at a single cell. Cross off every character that already appears in its row, its
column and its box. If exactly one character survives, it goes there.

The only home left

Look at a single row, column or box and pick one character. Cross off every cell in that
unit where the character cannot go. If exactly one cell survives, the character goes
there.

No puzzle in this book needs anything harder than those two. If you find yourself wanting
to guess, there is a move you have not spotted yet.



HOW TO PLAY

The word at the end

Two, three or four cells in every grid are shaded and carry a small number.

They are always empty at the start, so you cannot read the word without

solving the puzzle first.

When the grid is full, read those cells in numbered order. You will have a real

Japanese word, built out of characters you have just spent twenty minutes with.

Write it into the boxes at the foot of the page with its reading and meaning; the

answer is at the back alongside the solved grid.

WORKED EXAMPLE
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HOW THIS SAMPLE IS ORDERED

This grid is already solved.
Cells 1 and 2 are shaded. Read
them in that order:

tokusaku
1= /‘_p\'ﬁ £< KL
T_F profitable plan; good plan

Both characters were in the key at the top of the page all along, so

you already have the reading and the meaning.

The grids grow one step at a time. Six by six, then eight and nine, with jigsaws between. Every grid here is N1, so

within a size the sets are ordered by how common their characters are in print. Twelve of the hidden words run to

four characters.

Two of them are jigsaws. Boxes have to be rectangles, so the size has to divide. Five and seven are prime, so those

grids use irregular regions instead.

This book covers the commonest half of N1. N1 is about 1,200 characters, more than a hundred grids can hold.

These are the 500 that turn up most often in print.

There is no writing practice, and no stroke order. The earlier books drill both. This one assumes you can write

and spends the pages on ten more puzzles; its stroke orders are a free download at kanjidoku.net/strokes.



PUZZLE 1 - STEP UP JLPT N1 -

6x6

The clever thing to do

to raeru ho e ru kaku / e ru toku
OffF c25%) /% O 2/20 OF 13/
catch; capture seize; get gain; get
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scheme; plan give; bestow ballot; label
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1 ) reading

meaning




PUZZLE 25 - STEP UP

JLPT N1 . 8x8

Talking it through properly
O ¢
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THE HIDDEN WORD




PUZZLE 50 - JIGSAW

JLPT N1 . 7x7

Ships in formation

miya bi
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PUZZLE 58 - FULL GRID

JLPT N1 - 9%x9

The fast line
miki kan
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tree trunk; main part
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PUZZLE 70 - FULL GRID

Playing behind the singer

gatsu
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fiber; tie
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unaga

o) 7375\(79“) /Y
stimulate; urge

ns)/ /17
mellow; ripen




SOLUTIONS

Solutions

Characters in grey are the ones you had to work out; black ones were given. The note
under each word is the reason that word was worth hiding.

@ 1. THE CLEVER THING TO DO

tokusaku
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5% jJ_,’[E ﬁ E_E = 5 is to gain, and it sets up against loss in BE (eFAEL,
= | 4= Elﬁ ZE % jJ_,_ sontoku), profit and loss. A 135K is the course that pays: advice
as |19 - & offered on grounds of advantage rather than principle, and usually
mEEIERK B 5 phrased in the negative: §28 T |& 74 LY, it would not be wise.
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= | = = 25. TALKING IT THROUGH PROPERLY
= ET.T Fﬁﬁ T’FU = E E’ shingi

= =1 EEAE S =2 L//b%
W E|E S B M B GF%  deliberation
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ME A SfE S & is a meeting, [E| % is the Diet. 5% adds the examining sense of
¥ |5 ME|E B |5 28, so it is deliberation with scrutiny in it: what a committee does
= = = to a bill, rather than what a meeting does to an agenda.
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. 50. SHIPS IN FORMAT|ON .
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1 is a warship, as opposed to fii for any vessel; a e
(<" A DA, gunkan) spells it out. [X is a formation or a corps. A
REBX is a fleet in the military sense, and the character f& appears
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SOLUTIONS
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58. THE FAST LINE .
shinkansen

%ﬁ $$ %7? SLllli/r\ljlgnAsJei/k‘;ullet train

B is a tree trunk and by extension the main line of anything:
the B#3B of a company are its trunk, its executives. A iR isa
trunk railway line, and the ¥TERHR is the new one: a name
chosen in the 1950s that has never needed replacing.

70. PLAYING BEHIND THE SINGER

Pz S

ZEisto play an instrument and #isto accompany, and FEis
what the pianist does while somebody else is being listened to.
The same Z= makes J&EZ= (ZAF D, ensd), a performance: the
thing 25 is deliberately not the centre of.



THE FULL BOOK

There are a hundred and five more

Volume Four holds 110 puzzles and 500 of the most common characters of
N1, each with its readings and meaning printed on the page you meet it.

Full solutions. Every grid worked out, with the hidden word, its reading and a note on
where the word turns up in real Japanese.

A complete index. All 705 characters, with every puzzle each one appears in, for when
one turns up three grids later and you cannot place it.

Ten more puzzles. The earlier books end with writing practice. This one assumes you
can write, and spends those pages on ten more grids.

THE SERIES

Kanjidoku N5 and N4. Where the series starts: about 280 characters, six four-by-four
warm-ups, and the vocabulary everything after it assumes.

Kanjidoku N3. About 370 characters, and the compounds the sets here treat as ordinary
words.

Kanjidoku N2. About 370 more, and the book just before this one.

PLEASE SHARE THIS

This sampler is free to share and free to print, whole and unmodified, including by
teachers for a class. It may not be sold. If it is useful to someone, send them the file.

KANJIDOKU.NET for the rest of the series, and the other samplers
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