N
1= —F
KANJIDOKU

Sudoku that leaves you with a word

5 puzzles from the book
There are 100 in it.

5 PUZZLES - JLPT N3

MIND QUESTS



HOW TO PLAY

Nine characters, not nine numbers

Kanjidoku is sudoku. If you have done a sudoku you already know the rule, and it
does not change: every row, every column and every outlined box must contain
each character exactly once.

The only difference is that the nine symbols are kanji instead of the digits 1t0 9. You
do not need to know what they mean to solve the grid. A symbol is a symbol. But
every puzzle prints its characters in a numbered key at the top of the page, with
readings and meanings, and by the time you have written ‘X nine times in nine
different places you will find you know it.

That is the whole idea. Nobody learns a character by looking at it once. You learn it
by needing it.

IF THE CHARACTERS LOOK LIKE SOUP

They will, at first, and there is a legitimate shortcut. The key numbers every character
from 1 to 9. Solve the grid in pencil using the numbers, then go back and write the
characters in. You get the puzzle and the writing practice, in that order, and after three or
four grids most people stop needing the numbers.

THE TWO TECHNIQUES YOU NEED

The last empty seat

Look at a single cell. Cross off every character that already appears in its row, its
column and its box. If exactly one character survives, it goes there.

The only home left

Look at a single row, column or box and pick one character. Cross off every cell in that
unit where the character cannot go. If exactly one cell survives, the character goes
there.

No puzzle in this book needs anything harder than those two. If you find yourself wanting
to guess, there is a move you have not spotted yet.



HOW TO PLAY

The word at the end

Two or three cells in every grid are shaded and carry a small number. They
are always empty at the start, so you cannot read the word without solving
the puzzle first.

When the grid is full, read those cells in numbered order. You will have a real
Japanese word, built out of characters you have just spent twenty minutes with.
Write it into the boxes at the foot of the page with its reading and meaning; the
answer is at the back alongside the solved grid.

WORKED EXAMPLE
This grid is already solved.
EE Cells 1and 2 are shaded. Read
them in that order:
H B

HE
i

kino
TDD
yesterday

Both characters were in the key at the top of the page all along, so
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you already have the reading and the meaning.
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HOW THIS SAMPLE IS ORDERED

The grids grow one step at a time. Six by six, then seven, eight and nine. Each size needs exactly that many
characters, which is why the sets stay tight instead of padded. The four-by-fours are in Volume One.

Two of them are jigsaws. Boxes have to be rectangles, so the size has to divide: nine is three by three, six is two by
three. Five and seven are prime and cannot be cut up at all, so those grids use irregular regions instead.

Easier characters first. Every grid here is N3, so there is no easier level to put first. The sets are ordered by how
common their characters are in print.

Some characters will be familiar. The grids are built around N3, but a set uses an N5 or N4 character where the
theme wants one, so the hidden words can be real words. The index gives every character its level; the writing

practice covers the N3 ones.



PUZZLE 3 - STEP UP JLPT N3 - 6x6

Yesterday

@E o T LY @|"|:T_| B a% @EI’IE %

day; sun to face; direction yesterday; previous
A, ma kon kin ki go sue matsu ba\‘tsu
@7 WwWx/dav-&%v @,HH -3 @EE TR/ Y Y
now period; time end; close
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PUZZLE 7 - JIGSAW JLPT N3 - 7x7
Putting the tax up
. hs -  shi
® E %?ba‘(\,\) / 9'-(:30'7 ©) =F_| to look into; a tone ® %’ ?7*' / S/ID
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PUZZLE 25 - STEP UP JLPT N3 - 8x8
Being critical
h mato  teki
® H:t e ©) Eléu judgement; a seal ® E/\J FE&E/TF
to criticise waka ru_ han ban a target; -ic, -al
v (B) /NNy
shi ru chi watakushi  shi oyake ku
O T2/ 7 OF) 5L/ Y OF N TR
know; wisdom private; | public; official
mo  keru setsu omote hyo
O £505%) /vy OZK St /ety
to set up surface; table
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PUZZLE 47 - FULL GRID JLPT N3 - 9%x9

Not yet official
tsut
® IE& politics; O, %& teach; faith ® 377% SE(H3)/ b
government oshi  eru task; duties

matsurigoto sei sho BL(&AB)/ # El "7
FOoYZTE/ A3

to uchi nai dai
® 'u" O, P\] 2B/ FA 54 © 'l‘%i feelingS' emotion
party, faction inside; within nasa ke sei
mEF) / /3 v -tA

— shi hi k k
QO 71~ Lo (§) /¢ / Sy /A 35%53’(567‘/ :I'7 Y ©F AE determine; fix
show; indicate public; official sada meru  tei JO
IRE(DB)/TA-23a0
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PUZZLE 85 - FULL GRID

JLPT N3 - 9%x9

The first night
h ho t k tot k
@tj exit; leave @gE Li(%)/?’-cao@ @;g ’SJU(<U)/ Ig‘s;jg
de ru_ shutsu  sui lengthen; stretch thrust; to stick out
T(B)/>aY-Z4
_ et .
® i%_ EB(O’B) / “/Slill' ® j:}j-: broaden; extend ® ;;E :I:erl/
to chase; tofollow /o caru kaku k6 performance; act
05(h3)/HY-a
r ma u bu haji me sho dai tai
O ¥5)/7 O] b/ os  OL 5454
to dance first time; beginning a stand; a platform
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SOLUTIONS

Solutions

Characters in grey are the ones you had to work out; black ones were given. The note

under each word is the reason that word was worth hiding.
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3. YESTERDAY L
kino

HE D>
yesterday

BE means the one just past, so FEH is yesterday and HELF
(X < 13 A, sakunen) is last year. The reading here is irregular and
worth memorising as a lump: kinou, not sakujitsu, though the second

does exist and sounds like a form.

7. PUTTING THE TAXUP.
zozei

:tEE' *Fﬁ oW

H a tax increase

i% is increase and ,JEE is decrease, and both attach to Ft for the
thing every government does one of: ¥8%% and JEFE (IF A&\,

genzei). Put the two together and &R (€ D A, zogen) is
fluctuation, up and down as one word.

25. BEING CRITICAL i .
hihanteki

j:J:t ¥U E : giiig;ifgmental

#E¥1 is criticism and B turns almost any noun into an adjective,
so #HEFIHY is critical. B is worth learning properly because it is
everywhere: HIHJ (B T X, chiteki) is intellectual, FAHY
(L T &, shiteki) is private, A8 (Z D T ¥, koteki) is official.



SOLUTIONS

I N 47.N0TYET0FF|C|ALnaitei
A LI B |j;_|""' BT
SN F e an unofficial offer
Eoor W E EIR OB A A is inside and JE is settled, so a AT is a decision that has
. ] — been made inside but not announced yet. For a Japanese student

IE& Zlv’& %& E N 'lEE A |7 ﬁ
" : = : i~ ; o it is the job offer that arrives months before graduation: fixed,
INERE BRSNS EEAE NS celebrated, and still officially nothing at all.
NE BN HE BEE B R
HA Bl E RD R FE
= B BlE E P mo
ih B E|A B CE|E = A 85. THEFIRSTNIGHT - tsubutai

e NN ©) I N -l \
= b E|E 5 R E A *}J HE L 287
e ale g el s = 24 1 afirst appearance on stage
= [ = /B2
H & Bl 55 EI'Ed i 2= #£5 is a stage and %] is first, so a ¥)EE R is a debut. B is a
& @% alis = wlels s stand or platform and it is everywhere in Japanese, holding up
e i 7| PN P everything from a stage to a kitchen counter.

N3 BE] /Eﬁ [ ]
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=R AE/N ESRREIRE Y EEEARE]
eI A 1B
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PRACTICE

Writing it out

Solving teaches you to recognise a character. Writing teaches you to
remember it. Trace the grey model, then fill the rest of the row from memory.

Two rules of stroke order cover most characters: top before bottom, and left before
right. Where they conflict, a horizontal stroke usually comes before the vertical one
crossing it. T is drawn across, then down. Stroke order is not pedantry. It is what keeps a
character legible when you write it quickly, and it is how a paper dictionary is indexed.

The dotted cross is there so you can judge proportion. Most of a character's legibility lives
in how it sits in the square rather than in the strokes themselves.

day F to face
hi muku
v H & (<)
yesterday now

H/F saku A ima
1+ 7/ WE
period end

HH ki X sue

A * T2

I long — to look into

= nagai EH shiraberu

B4 BB (W) a/P LS (~3)
the body half

E/ mi Li nakaba

Z H 1 (>3]

dwindle increase

\\ i - heru ié masu

/I° ~ (%) B £ (¥)

N tax to criticise

i #t
4 e
judgement a target

¥I wakaru E/\] mato

- Hhh (%) F&

know private

%[ shiru *A watakushi
L (%) h7=< L
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THE FULL BOOK

There are ninety-five more

Volume Two holds 100 puzzles and every character of N3, each with its
readings and meaning printed on the page you meet it.

Full solutions. Every grid worked out, with the hidden word, its reading and a note on
where the word turns up in real Japanese.

A complete index. All 497 characters, with every puzzle each one appears in, for when
one turns up three grids later and you cannot place it.

Writing practice. Squares to write in for every character in the book, with a grey model
to trace and the stroke-order rules explained.

THE SERIES

Kanjidoku N5 and N4. Where the series starts, and the one book that comes before this
one: about 280 characters, six four-by-four warm-ups, and the vocabulary the grids here
assume you already have.

Kanjidoku N2. Another 380 or so. Longer compounds, more abstract words, and grids
that hide four-character phrases.

Kanjidoku N1. Everything left. Nobody finishes N1in a hurry.

PLEASE SHARE THIS

This sampler is free to share and free to print, whole and unmodified, including by
teachers for a class. It may not be sold. If it is useful to someone, send them the file.

KANJIDOKU.NET for the rest of the series, and the other samplers
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