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KANJIDOKU

Sudoku that leaves you with a word

5 puzzles from the book
There are 100 in it.

5 PUZZLES - JLPT N5 AND N4

MIND QUESTS



HOW TO PLAY

Nine characters, not nine numbers

Kanjidoku is sudoku. If you have done a sudoku you already know the rule, and it
does not change: every row, every column and every outlined box must contain
each character exactly once.

The only difference is that the nine symbols are kanji instead of the digits 1t0 9. You
do not need to know what they mean to solve the grid. A symbol is a symbol. But
every puzzle prints its characters in a numbered key at the top of the page, with
readings and meanings, and by the time you have written ‘X nine times in nine
different places you will find you know it.

That is the whole idea. Nobody learns a character by looking at it once. You learn it
by needing it.

IF THE CHARACTERS LOOK LIKE SOUP

They will, at first, and there is a legitimate shortcut. The key numbers every character
from 1 to 9. Solve the grid in pencil using the numbers, then go back and write the
characters in. You get the puzzle and the writing practice, in that order, and after three or
four grids most people stop needing the numbers.

THE TWO TECHNIQUES YOU NEED

The last empty seat

Look at a single cell. Cross off every character that already appears in its row, its
column and its box. If exactly one character survives, it goes there.

The only home left

Look at a single row, column or box and pick one character. Cross off every cell in that
unit where the character cannot go. If exactly one cell survives, the character goes
there.

No puzzle in this book needs anything harder than those two. If you find yourself wanting
to guess, there is a move you have not spotted yet.



HOW TO PLAY

The word at the end

Two or three cells in every grid are shaded and carry a small number. They

are always empty at the start, so you cannot read the word without solving

the puzzle first.

When the grid is full, read those cells in numbered order. You will have a real

Japanese word, built out of characters you have just spent twenty minutes with.

Write it into the boxes at the foot of the page with its reading and meaning; the

answer is at the back alongside the solved grid.

WORKED EXAMPLE
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HOW THIS SAMPLE IS ORDERED

This grid is already solved.
Cells 1, 2 and 3 are shaded. Read
them in that order:

nihongo

=F iEic
A Japanese (language)

All three characters were in the key at the top of the page
all along, so you already have the reading and the

meaning.

The grids grow one step at a time. Four by four, then five, six, seven, eight and nine. Each size needs exactly that

many characters, which is why the sets can stay tight: seven characters is the seven days of the week, five is the five

position words.

Two of them are jigsaws. Boxes have to be rectangles, so the grid size has to divide: four is two by two, nine is three

by three. Five and seven are prime and cannot be cut into rectangles at all, so those two grids use irregular regions

instead. Nothing else changes: follow the heavy outline instead of counting squares.

Easier characters first. The N5 grids come before the N4 grids, and several later sets are earlier sets with more

characters added, so you often start a big grid already knowing most of it.



PUZZLE 3 - WARM-UP

JLPT N5 -

4x4

The language itself

hi ka nIChI Jltsu
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sun; day
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language; to tell
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book; origin
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THE HIDDEN WORD

reading

meaning



PUZZLE 8 - STEP UP

JLPT N5 - 6x6

At school
O A L5859

study; learning
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ahead; previous

THE HIDDEN
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book; origin

OF- =~ life; student
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PUZZLE 13 - JIGSAW

JLPT N5 -

5x5

Which way
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above; up

hidari sa
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left

O ik 5L

middle; inside
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below; down
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right
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THE HIDDEN WORD

reading

meaning



PUZZLE 55 - FULL GRID

.« 9x9

Morning to night

@ﬁ 52 onY @E

springtime

@% /EL?%J)/ |\t(?7 @EH

winter

O /% ®

night; evening

natsu ka ga
™D/ -

summer

asa

HX/Fav
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morning; dynasty
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noon
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front; before
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HE/a
autumn
hiru U
05/ Fav
daytime; noon
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THE HIDDEN WORD

1 ) reading

meaning




PUZZLE 94 - FULL GRID

JLPT N4 - 9%x9

The exam
@ =~ tachi  shitsu shichi @ mon
B rs/ov.-07 ORY )/ 80
substance; quality guestion; ask

kashi k t k
OB 45143 5L OFF £ /4%

test; verification polish; study
tsuto meru ben
@@ DE(DB) /I NRY gﬁ strong
exertion; endeavour tsuyo i

’DJ:(L\)/:\'—EI'7 :|'7

kokoro miru shi
© _‘t 2B (HB) /T

test; try

@ % research; study

kiwa meru

Xh(¥Hs) /:\'—:L'7 7
O) N Y EVE.

study; learning

5 G

SR At &1,

aili
H¢

bt

B R RE|A
5 ]

at

2

G
]

ot

BR5

bt AL,

B B
@

1 BR

]

THE HIDDEN WORD

1 ) reading

meaning




SOLUTIONS

Solutions

Characters in grey are the ones you had to work out; black ones were given. The note

under each word is the reason that word was worth hiding.
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3. THE LANGUAGE ITSELF .
nihongo

2': =F KEAZ

AR Japanese (language)

B (IZIE A, nihon) is 'sun origin’, the country the sun comes from.
Add & and you have its language. & turns any country into a
language: 58 (A W\ T, eigo) English, FEEE (bw ) T I,
chugokugo) Chinese.

8. AT SCHOOL ~
gakko

g Lol BYo 2D
% X school

An unusually generous set. Besides IR you can also build Ve
(F A\, sensei) (teacher), 4 (DY < B\, gakusei) (student)
and K= (72U m<, daigaku) (university), four real words from
six characters.

13. WHICH WAY -
sayl

Z_I: —— I
4:| left and right; right and left

Five is a prime number, so a five-by-five grid cannot be cut into
rectangular boxes at all, hence the irregular regions. The rule has not

changed. Z£ 745 is also a verb: ZH 9 % (X W D T %, sayisuru)

means to influence something.




SOLUTIONS

a2 o=l 2le =2 o4 55. MORNINGTONIGIC-Ith_Jy\a \
woemr|lEox ale 5% )ﬁ,ﬁ dchd
g w e|lr s <lwwma|l T day and night
B oaElE F RIBE & BI® s dazr—and—night: meaning“ around the clock.
B = wlu = @l & = BRZBDHT (b DV %A &HT,chiya o towazu) means
t_F 5 =& = ol m = regardless of the hour.
K =12 B
H R fAl|l®m 8 F|E &
e B |z B B5lF 8o
2 4 #Hlgl BE KB\ B &
B CIEIE 2 IEIE i
SR B ?It% LA
e e (m B VI examination; exam
g B pElg o 2l w = Et%i‘gALh% S(ta%, and it is \"Nh‘iit Zle ’l;)lri ]JJPT sécarf/d:jfz‘:
oo | o g | & s, &0 Be JJELn ( - < ) X ,
;; :u‘ Zﬁ Z 52 Ef ﬁ i ; nihongonoryokushiken), the Japanese Language Proficiency
i i Jujlnl Test.
o R|E B EFE ER
2| B A R &
e B3 RS
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PRACTICE

Writing it out

Solving teaches you to recognise a character. Writing teaches you to
remember it. Trace the grey model, then fill the rest of the row from memory.

Two rules of stroke order cover most characters: top before bottom, and left before
right. Where they conflict, a horizontal stroke usually comes before the vertical one
crossing it. T is drawn across, then down. Stroke order is not pedantry. It is what keeps a
character legible when you write it quickly, and it is how a paper dictionary is indexed.

The dotted cross is there so you can judge proportion. Most of a character's legibility lives
in how it sits in the square rather than in the strokes themselves.
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THE FULL BOOK

There are ninety-five more

Volume One holds 100 puzzles and every character of N5 and N4 - 246 of
them - each with its readings and meaning printed on the page you meet it.

Full solutions. Every grid worked out, with the hidden word, its reading and a note on
where the word turns up in real Japanese.

A complete index. All 246 characters, with every puzzle each one appears in, for when
one turns up three grids later and you cannot place it.

Writing practice. Squares to write in for every character in the book, with a grey model
to trace and the stroke-order rules explained.

THE SERIES

Kanjidoku N3. About 370 more characters, and the level where Japanese stops being
survival vocabulary and starts being a newspaper headline.

Kanjidoku N2. Another 380 or so. Longer compounds, more abstract words, and grids
that hide four-character phrases.

Kanjidoku N1. Everything left. Nobody finishes N1in a hurry.

PLEASE SHARE THIS

This sampler is free to share and free to print, whole and unmodified, including by
teachers for a class. It may not be sold. If it is useful to someone, send them the file.

KANJIDOKU.NET for the rest of the series, and the other samplers
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